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THARCISSE RENZAHO 
 
 

 
 
 

INDICTMENT 
 

 
 
 
 The Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, pursuant to the 

authority stipulated in Article 17 of the Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda (the “Statute of the Tribunal”) charges: 

 
THARCISSE RENZAHO 

 
With GENOCIDE pursuant to Article 2(3)(a) of the Statute of the Tribunal; 
alternatively COMPLICITY IN GENOCIDE pursuant to Article 2(3)(e) of the Statute 
of the Tribunal; and MURDER as a CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY pursuant to 
Article 3 of the Statute of the Tribunal. 

 
1. The said charges are brought pursuant to Articles 6(1) and 6(3) of the Statute of the 

Tribunal.  
 
2. The events set out hereinafter occurred in the Republic of Rwanda between 1 January 

and 31 July 1994.  

 
THE ACCUSED 

 
3.  Tharcisse RENZAHO was born in 1944 in Gaseta Secteur, Kigarama Commune, 

Kibungo Préfecture, Republic of Rwanda, and was at all times referred to in this 
indictment: 

 
(A) A senior public official who, 
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(i) was Préfet of Kigali ville; 
 
(ii) was Chairman of Civil Defense Committee for Kigali ville; and 
 
(iii) had de jure and de facto control over bourgmestres, conseillers de 

secteur, administrative personnel, gendarmes, communal police, 
Interahamwe, militias, and armed civilians in that he could order such 
persons to commit or to refrain from committing unlawful acts and 
could discipline or punish them for unlawful acts or omissions. 
 

Particulars of Authority 
 
(a) Legal Basis: 

 
Statute of Organization and Functioning of the Prefecture, 11 March 
1975, No. 10/75 as modified on 14 August 1978 

 
Statute of Communal Organization, 23 November 1963 as modified 26 
September 1974 and 30 January 1975 
 
Statute Creating the National Gendarmerie, 23 January 1974 
 
Directive of the Prime Minister in Respect of Civil Defence, 25 May 
1994 
 
Directive of the Minister of the Interior in Respect of Civil Defence, 25 
May 1994 

 
(b) Factual Basis: 
 

The facts set out in paragraph 5 hereinafter.  
  

(B) A Colonel in the Forces Armees Rwandaises (FAR) and as such was a senior 
military official who, 

 
had de jure and de facto control over the armed forces who were under his 
authority, whom he could order to commit or to refrain from committing 
unlawful acts, and whom he could discipline or punish for unlawful acts or 
omissions. 

 
Particulars of authority 

 
(i) Military Rules and Regulations as well as traditional Military practice 

 
(ii) Statute Creating the National Gendarmerie, 23 January 1974  
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THE CHARGES 

 
Counts I and II: GENOCIDE, or alternatively, COMPLICITY IN 
GENOCIDE 

 
4. At all times referred to in this indictment, there existed in Rwanda a minority ethnic 

group known as Tutsis, officially identified as such by the government.  In addition, 
the majority population was comprised of an ethnic group known as Hutus, also 
officially identified as such by the government. 

 
5. Tharcisse RENZAHO intended to destroy the ethnic Tutsi group as such.  By virtue 

of his authority, he—both individually and acting in concert with others—caused 
many Tutsis to be killed at St. Famille Parish Church (St. Famille), St. Paul’s Pastoral 
Centre (St. Paul’s), and Centre d’Education de Langues Africaines (CELA). 

 
Particulars   

 
(A) Tharcisse RENZAHO publicly incited Hutu civilians to kill Tutsis because 

they were Tutsis: 
   

(i) On or about 7 April 1994, and regularly thereafter, Tharcisse 
RENZAHO broadcast orders over Radio Rwanda to soldiers, 
gendarmes, militia, local citizens, and demobilized soldiers to 
construct and to man roadblocks for the purpose of intercepting, 
identifying, and killing Tutsis;  

  
(ii) On or about 10 April 1994, at a meeting at the Préfecture office of 

Kigali ville (PVK), Tharcisse RENZAHO directed conseillers and 
responsables de cellule to set up roadblocks to identify and to kill 
Tutsis;  

 
(iii) On or about 7 April 1994, and thereafter, Tharcisse RENZAHO 

ordered the construction and manning of roadblocks by soldiers, 
gendarmes, militia, local citizens, and demobilized soldiers, 
specifically at the Ontracom and Gitega roadblocks, to identify and to 
kill Tutsis; 

 
(iv)  During the month of May 1994, Tharcisse RENZAHO convened a 

meeting at PVK with local officials.  At the meeting, he urged all 
present to be vigilant at the roadblocks and to ensure that no Inyenzi or 
cockroaches (Tutsi civilians) were able to hide.  He also said that 
anyone with a Tutsi wife or who was associated with the Ibyitso (RPF 
accomplices) would be deemed Inyenzi and treated as such. 
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(B) Tharcisse RENZAHO ordered soldiers, gendarmes, communal police, 
militias, armed civilians, and demobilized soldiers to kill Tutsis because they 
were Tutsis: 

 
Particulars  

   
(i) Between 9 and 16 April 1994, at a meeting at PVK, Tharcisse 

RENZAHO directed conseillers to obtain firearms from the Ministry 
of Defence to be distributed at the secteur level for the purpose of 
killing Tutsis; 

 
(ii) On or about 18 April 1994, while in the company of Wencelas 

MUNYESHYAKA, Tharcisse RENZAHO ordered the detention of 
approximately forty persons, mostly Tutsis, at CELA.  Many of these 
persons were subsequently killed;   

 
(iii) On or about 22 April 1994, while in the company of Odette 

NYIRABAGENZI and Angeline MUKANDUTIYE, Tharcisse 
RENZAHO ordered the removal and murder of sixty Tutsi men at 
CELA.  He also ordered the murder of many other Tutsis at CELA; 

 
(iv) On or about 14 June 1994, while in the company of Odette 

NYIRABAGENZI and Angeline MUKANDUTIYE, Tharcisse 
RENZAHO ordered the removal and murder of sixty Tutsi boys from 
St. Paul’s; 

 
(v) On or about 17 June 1994, while in the company of Odette 

NYIRABAGENZI and Angeline MUKANDUTIYE, Tharcisse 
RENZAHO ordered soldiers, militia, and communal police to attack 
Tutsis who had sought refuge at St. Famille.  Consequently, many 
Tutsis were killed there; 

 
(C) Tharcisse RENZAHO aided and abetted the killing of Tutsis because they 

were Tutsis: 
 
Particulars  

 
(i) On or about 7 April 1994, Tharcisse RENZAHO gave four rifles to 

an associate whose name was HARELIMANA, who thereafter 
distributed the said weapons to Interahamwe for the purpose of killing 
Tutsis, as he had been directed by RENZAHO;  

 
(ii) On or about 8 April 1994, near Hotel Baobab, Tharcisse RENZAHO 

arrived as a senior official shortly after the arrival of a military tank.  
While in his presence and without his objection, the tank was 
subsequently used to shoot at Tutsi houses, resulting thereafter in the 
deaths of at least forty Tutsis;  

   
(iii) On or about 9 April 1994, Tharcisse RENZAHO tendered two UZI 

guns to an associate whose name was NGERAGEZA, the Interahamwe 
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leader at a roadblock in Gitega secteur, for the purpose of killing 
Tutsis; 

 
(iv)  On or about 9 April 1994, Tharcisse RENZAHO arrived as a senior 

official at Kajari at Kanombe, dressed in military uniform and 
accompanied by armed Interahamwe.  The Interahamwe entered 
houses of Tutsis and killed them in RENZAHO’s presence without his 
objection;  

 
(v) On or about 30 April 1994, Tharcisse RENZAHO dismissed, 

amongst others, secteur conseillers Jean-Baptiste RUDASINGWA and 
Celestin SEZIBERA, because he believed they were opposed to the 
killing of Tutsis.  RENZAHO replaced the aforementioned persons 
with conseillers who supported the killings of Tutsis; 

 
(vi) Between 7 and 30 May 1994, while at a meeting at Bishop Samuel 

MUSABYIMANA’s residence, Tharcisse RENZAHO agreed to 
supply guns to MUSABYIMANA. RENZAHO thereafter tendered 
several Kalachnikov rifles, which were delivered by Major 
NYIRAHAKIZIMANA.  The said rifles were distributed among the 
militias and were used to kill Tutsis;   

 
(vii)  Throughout the period of April to July 1994, Tharcisse RENZAHO 

provided and facilitated the provision of bonds, permits, laissez-
passezs, and food to support the Interahamwe, militia, soldiers, and 
gendarmes in the killing of Tutsis. 

 
Count III: MURDER, as a CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY 

 
6. Between 6 April and 17 July 1994, while Tharcisse RENZAHO served as a senior 

public and military officer, there were wide-spread or systematic attacks in Kigali 
ville upon a civilian population, specifically Tutsis and individual Hutus opposed to 
the policies of the Interim Government. 

 
Particulars  

      
(A) On or about 28 April 1994, Tharcisse RENZAHO sent Interahamwe to the 

Nyarugenge commune to find and to kill nine Tutsis, including François 
NSENGIYUMVA; a man whose name was KAGORORA, as well as his two 
sons Emile and Amiable; and a man whose name was RUTIYOMBA.  These 
persons were subsequently killed by the Interahamwe under RENZAHO’s 
orders; 

 
(B) On or before 15 June 1994, Tharcisse RENZAHO issued written orders to 

Odette NYIRABAGENZI to kill André KAMEYA, a journalist who was 
critical of the Interim Government.  On or about 15 June 1994, while in the 
company of Interahamwe, Odette NYIRABAGENZI found and had André 
KAMEYA killed pursuant to RENZAHO’s orders; 
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(C) Between 12 and 15 April 1994, while in company of others, Tharcisse 
RENZAHO selected and caused to be killed specific people at CELA.  Such 
persons included but were not limited to: Emmanuel NYARWAYA, Diogene 
RUBADUKA, Charles RWANGA, Vincent MUGIRANEZA, and Mme. 
Godelieve SEBAGABO, all of whom were Tutsis. 

 
 

The said charges are punishable pursuant to Articles 22 and 23 of the Statute of the 
Tribunal. 
 
 

At The Hague, this 11th day of November 2002: 
 
 
/s/ Carla Del Ponte 
 
The Prosecutor 
 

  
 
 


